THE SOLDIER WRITER

|BV URRTG HIS FIRST YEAR OF MILITARY SERVICE, DOSTOEVSKY
11^ had no time to work; and after that, he was occupied
with his love for Maria Dmitrievna. "My friend," he declared
in one of his letters, "I have been so upset during this last
year, so sad and so tormented, that work has been impossible
for me." This declaration seems exaggerated, for he contin-
ued to make notes for The Hoii.se of the Dead and sketched
the plan of a comic novel. "I am writing a comic novel, but
so far I have composed only a few separate incidents. . . ."
In 1855, Dostoevsky laboriously put together an ode on
the death of Nicholas I, who had sentenced him to hard
labor. This poem was dedicated to Empress Alexandria
Feodorovna:
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